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| And Abimaaz called, and fait TY 


| - the King, All is well. \ And be fell 
| down to the Earth upon his Face be- 


the ORD, U O's” 1 St 


8 7 2 


| HIS. FL 2 e 


Royal Authority, to be Gerd 
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giving, for the Suppreſſion of the 
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fleſſed/by our Rightful and Lawful Sovereign 
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Abimaax, whom” David knew, and (in the 
precedent Verſe): declared to have been a good 


Han; and therefore concluded, not without 
Reaſon, that he came with good Tidings. For 
David might well think, that ſo good a Man 


(ho, it is probable, upon other Occaſions had 
ſignalized his Concern for his MAI EST 's 


Welfare, and his rejoycing in it, by under- 


taking, with great Labour, to bring him, 
good Tidings) would not, in Caſe the KING 
Army had been difcomfited, ſoon flie from 


the Enemy, and be the firſt to bring him i} 


1 News. Nor was David miſtaken: Abimaax 
| approv'd himſelf, worthy of his Character, 


whether ye conſider him as David's Subject, 
or the Lo RP's Servant. As David's Subject, 


the Joy, wherewith he beheld the Succeſs of 


the Day, render'd him ambitious to become 
a Meſſenger of the Peace, he had in View; 
the Foundation whereof he ſaw laid in the 


Victory obtain d over eAbſalom and his Adhe- 
rents. And when, though not without ſome 
Difficulty, he obtain'd late Permiſſion from 


the General to perform the Office he had 


| ſought, the ſame warm Joy, together with 


» 


His zealous Deſire "to eaſe the Mind of the 


the Army, did ſo influence his Spirit, and in- 
vigorate his loyal Soul to employ his nimble 
Feet, as that he out-ran Cuſhi, the prior 
Foot-man, and being come into the Preſence 
of his Prince, after a lowly, and becoming 
Reverence, he approv'd himſelf a good Servant 


5 knowledging the Divine F AVO UR, that had 
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ON, worſe | 


TuEsE Words of our Text were utter'd by 
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ac a: ac Oe oh. 


King, who he might well ſuppoſe waited 
with ſome Impatience to hear Tydings from 
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of Go p, affected with, and thankfully ac- 


rown'd David's Faith, Prayers and Forces, 
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than 
with the Bleſſing of 2 total Defeat of his re- 


thy God, which bath delivered up the Men that _ o | 
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had fled as an Exile, to Geſhur, where he con- 2 Sam. 
tinued ſome Years, ſuffering the Loſs of royal xiii. 38. 


of the People, ſubſervient to a black Deſign, 
he was projecting, to poſſeſs himſelf of the 


Abſalom's againſt K. David. 5 
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bellious Adverſaries, ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord 
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lift up their Hand againſt my Lord the Ning. 


* 


IE Occaſion of theſe Words I ſhall thus j 


briefly relate. 


+ :D AVID having been, by A divine ſpect- 


al Appointment, (without any Regard unto 
hereditary Right, or lineal Succeflion) anoint- 
ed King, and ſettled in the Throne, govern'd 
the undivided Kingdom of J/rael with the 


| Wiſdom, Juſtice and Integrity, that became 


a good Man, and a good Prince : A good Man, 


who had the ſingular Character of being a 


Man after God's own Heart: And a good Acts xiii, 1 
Prince, worthy to be the Standard of the good 2. 
Reign of thoſe ſucceeding Kings of Fudab, „, 
whoſe everlaſting Honour it is to ſtand re- hs . 
corded in ſacred Chronicles, as Princes, who 2 Kings 

did that which was right in the Sight of the Lord; xviii.z, | 
as did David their Father. ri. . 
Ac ANS r this ſo excellent a King, un- 

der whoſe Government the State recover d out 


of foregoing Troubles, was now flouriſhing, 


and the Inhabitants happily enjoying the - 
Fruits of Peace ; Abſalom form'd a Conſpiracy, 

and raisd n Os 
Tuis Abſalom, conſcious of his Crimes, : 


Favour, if not that of the People alſo : But 


by Means of a ſubtle Courtier, that knew 


how to trim, and to conſult his own Intereſt 
in dubious Caſes, he recover'd his Intereſt in 
the King's Favour, and made it his Endea- © 
vour to inſinuate himſelf into the Affections 


Throne. WHEN 


R 2 


25 3X] © PM 


WV x he thought the Execution of his 
Plot was become practicable, he drew great 
2 Sam. xv. Numbers into a traiterous Conſpiracy, ſpread fp 


4 


19, Oc. throughout the Tribes of I/rae! ; which at 


length broke forth in an open Rebellion, car- 4 


ried on fo far, as to be brought into a decifive 
Battle, where eAbſalom and his Army were ſo 
overthrown, as that Cuſhi was diſpatch'd to 
tell the King what he had ſeen: But being 
out-ran by eAhbimaaz, David was thus ad- 
<xviii.21. dreſs'd, Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, ce. 
| .Yov, that are well acquainted with the 
Hiſtory, may eaſily perceive, that I have but 
touched upon thoſe Things which may re- 
commend the Words to us, as anſwerable to 
our preſent Purpoſe : And to prevent an Ac- 
cuſation, I ſhall readily make an. Acknow- 
ledgment, of quitting divers very material 
 _ Circumſtances, wherein there-appears a Diſ- 
| parity between the Rebellion under Abſalom, 
which originally occaſion d the Words of my 
Text; and that under the Pretender, which 
hath eventually occaſion'd my Choice of em. 
Nor can a Diſparity be avoided, any more 
than it may be conceal'd, if (as it hath been 
declar'd by the general and loud Voice of our 
Nation) the late Rebellion be unparallel l. 
HEREIN, indeed, there is an Agreement in 
general, both were unnatural; but wherein 
there is a Diſagreement, I aminclin'd to think, 
I ye will diſcerman eAggravation in this Nertb- 
| ern, above and beyond -whet may be charg d 
a on that Eaſtern Rebellion. | 


79 | 55 Tre Words are ealy to be underſtood, 5 
nor is it needful to ſay much for the Opening tu 
of them. Let it ſuffice, chat I note how the G 


original Root (e Clauſit, incluſit, occluſit,) 1 
ſignifies to include, to incompaſs, to ame ho 
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than'Abſalem's againft R. Da vip. 
as (ſome think) Hunters do wild Beaſts, that 
they may not eſcape being taken or killed. It 
fignifies alſo to ſhut in, to ſhut up, hence 
comes the Word, o a Priſon. It is fre- 
quently render d to deliver up, as in our Text, 
importing, the putting Perſons under a ſupe- 
rior and prevailing Power, whence they have 
no more Power than Priſoners, Capti ves, or 
Slaves, to reſiſt, to moleſt, or do as they 
would ; but may be ſlain, diſpersd, impri- 
ſon d or tranſported, as it may be judg'd moft 
neceſſary or expedient. Thus Saul eſteem d 
himſelf deliver d into the Hand of David, when, gm. 
David had an Advantage of killing him, if he xxiv. 18. 


"NY 
» 
4 


— 
* 
— — us 


would have done ſo. And thus Abiſbai re- —Axvi. « 
| garded Saul as deliver d into the Hand of David, 


when Saul was found Sleeping in a Trench, 
where he might have been ſlain with his own 
Spear. And David thus ſpake of the Victory, 
which by Faith he believed he ſhould gain 
over Goliah : This Day will the Lord deliver thee 
into mine Hand, and I will {mite thee, and take 
thine Head from thee. Finally, the ſame radi- 
cal Word David uſed, when he declar'd his 
Foy and Rejoycing in the e Mercy of Gon, be- 
cauſe the Lo np had not ſhut bim, or cauſed px 
him to be delivered up into the Hand of the Ene- DT 
my, to be either kill'd, taken Priſoner, or con- 
ſtrain'd to fly for Safety. Such is the Word 
that Abimaax uſed in our Text, to expreſs 
the Victory over David's Enemies, whereby _ 
many were flain, many were diſpers'd, or 
might have been taken Priſoners. 1 5 
FUR THERMO RE, fo bleſs Gon, in Scrip- 
ture ſenſe, is to acknowledge Thankfully the 
Goodneſs of Go », who vouchſafes Bleſſings 
unto a Perſon or People, and (as in this 
Caſe) to give him the Glory of all the * 
; CES nar 
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chat attends the Endeavours uſed to ſubdue | 
wicked Adverſaries, and to ſuppreſs Rebellion. 
Whence it follows that Ahimaaz eſteem d tlie 
Victory obtained over Davids Enemies, a 
. Bleſſing beſtow'd upon him by the Lo xD 
HN E the Argument of our farther Diſ- 
courſe may be laid down in theſe Words, 
2000 15 ooo mm 4s 00; APSR. 
Tur a Victorious ſubduing of traiterous 
Rebels, or rebellious Traytors, conſpiring and 
attempting the Dethroning of a good KING, 
advanced to, inveſted with, and ſettled in the 
Exerciſe of ſoveraign Dominion by a ſignal 
Hand of Divine Providence, and thereupon. 
faithfully diſcharging his Royal Office, is & 
great Bleſſing, which Gop in his infinite 
' * Goodneſs vouchſafes to a Nation, and for j| 
which, He ſhould be highly praiſed by a | 
thankful Acknowledgement of his remark» | 
able Favour. - | 55 1 
On more briefly adapting it to the preſent 
Occaſion. God is to be praiſed for the Suppreſſion 
of the late Unnatural, and Horrid Rebellion a- 
gainſt our Rightful. and Lawful Soveraign' Lord 
„„ BT N Ge, Te 1 St ce” 
I the Proſecution of this Argument, I 
: ſhall not think it neceſſary to argue and de- 
fend, at this Time, King GzorGt's Right- 
ful and Lawful Title to the Crown of theſe 
Realms. Such an Undertaking more properly 
appertains to their Province, who are con- 
cern'd with ignorant, diſaffected, and preju- 
_ diced Perſons, tenacious of choſe fooliſh and | 
pernicious Principles, which. have been art- 
fully advanced, and craftily propagated among 
Bigots, in Favour of a Popiſh, Pretender, and 
unhappily imbibed by many well-meaning] - 
5 f.! {ou 
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Subjects, who confiding in the Opinion, or 
* | influenc'd by the Example of their more ac- 
n. compliſhed Superiors, are carried away, (as 
18 | the Followers of Abſalom were in the Simpli- 2 Sam xv; 
4 | city of their Hearts) from a Loyal Adherence 11. 
to the Intereſts of their Soveraign, and are in- 

C. tangled in ſuch Circumſtances, from which 

| they know not well how to extricate them- 

s, ſelves ; Or elſe, tho they ſhroud themſelves un- 
der a Conformity to all that the Law impoſes up- 
41 on em, by taking Oaths— and diſſemble their 

: Diſſatisfaction by drinking Healths — yet, 


: they too frequently diſcover the Corruption 
al of their Minds, and the Hypocriſy of their 


Hearts, by ungarded Tranſports, when they 
Ny hear a Report of any Difficulties that attend 


bo the preſent Government, and caſt an envious 
bo Look on the Glories of his MaJjzsrty's Reign: 
3 Sure Symptoms of ſecret Diſaffection, if not 


"of Þ Enmity ! Es „ 
Bur I am ſpeaking unto you, who are in- 
tirely fatisfy'd that his MA ES T r's Title to 
the Orown is as Rightful, as it is Legal, or, 
7 |. that He is not leſs our King de Fure, than 
2 He is de Fado. And it is with no {mall Plea- 
ſure, that I can declare and atteſt the unfeigned — 
Joy, wherewith ye looked upon the firſt Par- 
liamentary Settlement of a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion in the Iluſftrious Honſe of Hanover ; the 
great Fear, wherewith ye were ſenſibly rouch'd, 
when ye ſaw the Dangers that atrended ic in 
the late Reign; the pious Endeavours, by which 
ye conſulted the Security of it, when ye had 
Nothing left in your Power for that Service, 
but Prayers and Tears; the firm Sredfaſtneſs 
 wherewith ye adher d to it, and the wnguench> 


+. 4 3 2 FY 4 4 * * - » 994 8. 
5 F 


Tel io, ; Weekly Meetings in private. I% 3 


24288 [> 
* * w 

3 * 

- * 

Ws + R 3 


% 
b —_ = 


WM, . . * 
+. : 
5 


"The late RRRE LLION, worſe 


. 


” 
y a» 
2 


| able Zeal ye ſnew d for it, nowithſtanding all 


the Reproaches, Threats, and Inſults, ye and 
your Brethren Suffered ; the extraordinary Re- 


|  qojeing, thatappear'din you, when ye beheld 
the peaceable and ſeaſonable Arceſſion of his 

MAI EST to the Throne: And finally, the 
moving Concern, Wherewith ye view'd the Pre- 
| ſages, and heard the firſt Reports of the Rebelli- 


on, We are about to take into farther Con- 


ſideration: Unto all which ye were inclin d 


from pure Principles, by which ye were taught 


to have at Heart the publick Intereſt and Pro- 


ſperity, preferable to your Private. ; 


Nox do think it needful to argue, and 
prove, that all Bleflings, Temporal, as well as 


Spiritual and Eternal, flow from Gov the 
Fountain of all Good. Ye have been better 


taught, (if I may be allow'd to ſay ſo) and 


have better learn'd the Doctrine of divine 


1 
ö | PC. 11.7,9, 


Providence, than to be ignorant that all Sal- 
wation, Whether from foreign, or domeſtick 
Enemies belongs unto the Lord. It is He that 


ſmites all our Enemies, and breaks the Teeth . 
of the Ungodly, as David acknowledged in 


the P/alm he penned upon the Occaſion of 


eAbſalom's Rebellion, when in Faith he pray'd, | 
ſaying Ariſe, O Lord, ſave me O my God, for | 


thou haſt ſmitten all mine Enemies upon the Cheek- 


bone: Thou haſt broken the Teeth of the Ungodly. 
Salvation belongeth unto the Lord. „ 


Nox can I think it needful to prove, that 
the Suppreſſion of Rebellion, by the diſcom- 


fiting of Rebels, is a Bleſſing. Can any be 
ſo ſenſeleſs, as not to apprehend that to be a 


Bleſſing, which prevents or removes ſo great 


Evils, as are the Outrages, the Violence, the 


Oppreſſion, the Wrongs, the Devaſtations, 1 
the Slaughters that accompany rebellious In- 
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ſurrections? How] many Families appear 
mourning, ſome, for the Loſs of their Sub- 
ſtance; others, for that of Relations? inſo- 
much that we may well ſet him down for a 
Srock, or- an Idiot, that can hear of thoſe Evils, 
that are inſeparable from national Rebellion, 
(ſuch as eAbſalom's was in his Time, or that Mo 
in ours) and can make fo much as a Doubt, 1 
whether the Suppreſſion of ſach Rebellion be 
m_sz_ 7. 8 c 
Lx As r of all is it to be thought needful to 1 
prove that Gov is to be praiſed for the Suppreſ- | 
ſion of Rebellion, which is the Cauſe of ſoa 

great Evils, as have been hinted ; to think o- 
therwiſe, 1s to offer Violence to our Reaſon, 
and to condemn the Practice of the beſt Men 

in all Ages. Were the Rebels againſt David ſub- 

dued? Did Go p deliver him from his Ene- 

mies? Did He deliver them up, ſubduing them 
under him? Was this the L ok v's Doing? as 

he acknowledged? to the Lo RD therefore 

did he return thankful Praife. That David, pf. xviii. 
whom we may hear ſaying, It is God that gir- 32. 

detb me with Strength. Fir thou haſt girded me Ver. 399 We 
Vith ſtrength unto the Battel : Thou haſt ſubdued —ao, 

under me thoſe that roſe up againſt me. Thou haſt —=43z 


Ss * 
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alſo given me the Neck of mine Enemies: That 1 
might deſtroy them that hate me. Thou haſt deli- 
vered me from the Strivings of the People. The 
ſame David may be heard preſently, adding. 
. The Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my Rock : and let —g6, 
the God of my Salvation be exalted. It is God that 4, 
avengeth me; and ſubdueth the People under me. 
He delivereth me from mine Enemies: Yea, thou — 8, 
 lifteſt me up above thoſe that riſe up againſt me: 
Thou haſt delivered me from the violent «Man. 4 
Therefore will I give Thanks unto thee, O Lord, 49, 
among the Heathen ; and ſing Praiſes wito thy 
Cw on ns 
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Name. Great Deliverance giveth He to bis og 3 
And ſheweth Mercy to his eAnointed, to David, 201 
and to bis Seed for evermore. And what David, 
"that Man after Gov's own Heart, did upon as 
ſuch an Occafion ; that we may, and we ought 
to do, regarding his Example, recorded for | w 
our Inſtruction and Imitation. ſt 
Br I may be thought rreſpaſſing upon p 
pour Judgment, as well as Patience, if by | 5 
1 reely inſiſting on theſe Things (now that we A 
have ſo little Time for ſo much Work as re- 
mains) I ſhould intimate you to be ignorant | » 
"OF mem, | |: 1 fi 
TuzRkETORE my further Endeavours ſhall E 
be to ſhew you the Nature of the late Re- 2 
bellion, by conſidering in ſome Particulars, I 
| wherein it agrees, or diſagrees with that un- t 
— 
1 
1 
i 
3 
| 


der Abſalom, that you may perceive the Bvil of 
it, diſcern the Goodneſs of Go p in ſuppreſ- 
ſing it, and thence be induced to be very 
| thankful to God for putting an End thereto. 
Two Things therefore I ſhall undertak 
through divine Aſſiſtance, (1.) To 0 
you the Nature of that horrid Rebellion, 
which Gov, for his Goſpels Sake, hath hap- 
pily ſuppreſs d. ( 2.) How Gop is to be 
praiſed for it. 

(I.) IBEROIN with ſhewing you, The Noters 
F that horrid Rebellion, which God hath been 
pleaſed of bis Goodneſs to ſuppreſs. And here I 
hall content myſelf with Viewing it, as it 
may be regarded in the criminal Agreement, 
and more aggravated Diſagreement, it hath 
with the Rebellion againſt Wane —_ 
* | 

CONSIDER we therefore, 


I. Tur » Rebels, among when may come under 5 
bur r Notice, De J. Tris 


— 


* — 
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than Abſalom's againſt K. David. 2 


I. THE Arch-Rebel, in whoſe: Cauſe thoſe 

under bim were ingaged, and by whoſe pretended 
Authority they were ſo bardy, as to take up Arms, 
and to hazard a Battel. | | | 
Tux Rebel againſt David was Abſalom, of 
whoſe legitimate Birth, none made any Que- 
ſtion. He was (Amnon being dead) Heir ap- 
parent tothe Crown; a very perſonable Man. 1 
In all Iſrael there was none to be ſo much praiſed as 2 Sam. xĩv. 
Abſalom, for bis Beauty: From the Sole of his Foot, 25. 
even to the Crown of his Head, there was no Ble- 

25 in him. What Pity was it a Beauty ſo per- 
fect, a Perſon ſo charming, ſhould ſtain his 
Honour with a Fact ſo foul and abominable, 
as was the Rebellion wherein he periſhed ! 

He profeſſed the ſame true Religion as his Fa- 

ther did, and which was prevalent throughout 

Judea. He had been bred up in the Court of 

Iſrael, no doubt, well acquainted with the 

Conſtitution, nor, for ought we read, any wiſe 
ſuſpected to make Alterations therein. He 
was well known to the People, and beloved 
by chem, having inſinuated himſelf into their LE 

Affections, by appearing ſollicitous that they ? SR 3 

might have Juſtice done, and by condeſcend.. 
ing to take a particular Notice of, and to em- 
brace in a very nn Manner, all that had 

a Mind to addreſs themſelves to him. 

Now, wherein the Pretender comes ſhort 

of Abſjalom's Character, the Rebellion, fo- 
mented in his Favour, muſt needs be eſteem'd 
more inexcuſible : And wherein he appears 
to be the direct Reverſe, every One may per- 
ceive the Rebellion to be ſtupendiouſſy ag- 

gravated. But it is notorious unto all Men, 

That his Birth was attended with ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as gave juſt Ground for violent 
Suſpicion, if not for a certain Concluſion, 

Fp : that 
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14 be late REBELLION, worſe 
| that it was infamous : To which may be ad- f 
. , ded, the Uncertainty we are under, Whether 0 
be be the ſame Perſon, that ar firſt was im- 
pos d upon the Nation: For if Credit may be 
= given to what hath been related touching 
| _ theſe Matters, he may well be efteenyd an 
| Impoſtor upon a double Account. Whether his | | 
3 Perſon be agreeable, let them declare, who, 
ö having been taught to form an Idea of Gran- | | 
dcdeeur, found themſelves miſerably difappoint- ' | | 
Z ed in their Expectations at Scoon. It is cer- | 
= tain, that however he had been recommended | 
1 as a Convert to the eſtabliſh'd Church of England, 


dhe was ſo ſteady to Popery, as that he choſe 


| Father to hazard the Crown, than to forego 
* his Religion, and to procraftinate, if not re- 


5 fuſe a Coronation, rather than take the ap- 
pointed Oaths. He was a Stranger to the 
1 Engliſh People, if not to their Conſtitution; nor 
can it be ſuppos'd he had any other Intereſt in 
their Affections, than whar was procur'd by 
uncertain Report, or Surmiſe. And, Oh, 
how aftoniſhing it is to think, how much 
more to find Au), moſt of all, that Many, pro- 
feſſing themſelves Proteſtants of the Church of 
England, ſhould be ſo far impos'd upon, as to 
be drawn into a traiterous Conſpiracy, and an 
open Rebellion for the Sake of ſuch a ſpurious, 
popiſh Foreigner and Stranger, train'd up in 
à Religiou we have renounc'd with Abhorrency, 
and in Maxims of Government, we dread as 


5 4 Slavery. EN: 
5 . NE re the Chief, pats 
1 2. THE V come under Confederation, who were 


led by him. They under Abſalom were nume- 

E: rous, ſo numerous, that David complain'd up- 

; PG). 11. 1. On that Occaſion; Lord, how are they increaſes. 

1" "that trouble me? Many are they that riſe up againſt 
VV 
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me. So many were they, that tho his Faith 
Funes him againſt deſponding Fear; yet his 
Wiſdom and provident Care for the Safety 
of Feraſalem, ſuggeſted his Flight: For re 
ſpake of ten Thouſands, ſaying, I ill not be Pal. iu C. 
afraid of Ten thouſands of People that compaſs me 2 
round about. This Expreſſion of Surrounding 

him, may incline us to think, that as theſe- 

Rebels were nat unlike in Number, ſo neither 
were they in Nature, Spirit, and Behaviour, 
different from them he ſpake of, ſaying, They PC cu. 
| <compaſſed me aboat, yea, they compaſſed me about; 11,08. 
4 they compaſſed me abuut like Bees. Bees, ye know, 


> are ſoon inraged, they are noiſy, and ſo re- 


vengeful, as to {mite their ſuppos'd Offender, 
tho' it be at the certain, if not at the inſtant 
| Expence of their own Lives. Such a Bee, was ” 
| inrag'd, noiſy, railing, curſing, revengeful, and Sm. i. 
pelting Sbimei, for which he was in Danger of 5, 6. 
r | Joling his Head, had not David, by his Prohi- 
bition, reſtrain d Abiſbai. And who knows how 
ſuch a Spirit might influence the reſt of the 
Rebels? „ „ 
Am were our Northern Rebels any bet- 
ter? Who among you may not perceive the 
Similitude there 1s, between the Spirit of Shi- | 
mei, and that of our late Rioters and Rebels? ” : 
What a maſpiſh Generation are they known — Þ 
to have been? If Offence were not given, -l. 
fence taken was enough to fill them with Rage, | 
ſpending-irfdll in Threats and Curſes ; and in- 
ſtigating them to a Variety. of outragious and 


I revengeful Acts, tho' they might well expect 
ii doc them. 1 C 
Bor although herein there be a Similicude 
between Ries and Rebels, the Rebels Ancient 

1 and Madern; yer there 15 one remarkable - 
4 Thing wherein they are unlike. Bees 80 
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rebel againſt their Sovereign, nor quarrel and 


fight among themſelves. A provident Care for 
the Welfare of the Whole, puts them indeed 


upon the troubleſom Expulſion of uſeleſs 


Drones; but they never deſtroy their own 


Hives. Herein therefore traiterous Rebellion 


appears to be unnatural. I he 
Ix any ſhall ſay, that Abſalom's Rebellion 


was manifeſtly more unnatural than the Pre- 


render's, for as much, as eAb/alow's was againſt 


- 


his own Father. | 
I M16nr reply, That there might not 


be wanting ſome colourable Pretences to ex- 
cuſe Abſalom's, beyond what may be pleaded - 


on the Part of the Pretender and his Adherents. 


Abſalom's Right of Succeflion was fair, and he 
might have ſome Grounds to apprehend, that 
Solomon wou'd be prefer'd before him, and 


therefore te prevent the Danger of being ſup- 


planted, he might judge it adviſeable, to poſ- 


eſs himſelf of the Throne before his Circum- 


ſtances ſhould become deſperate. Beſides, his 


Father had reign'd long, was advanc'd in 
Years, and therefore it might not be thought 


any great Injury done him, to give him a 
Quietus, to eaſe his Shoulders from the Burden, 
and Head from the Cares of Government, that 


he might be free to compoſe Pſalms, and to 


prepare for a better Crown and Kingdom in 
another World: But to paſs theſe, and ſuch- like 


Things, which are too weak and frivolous, to 


juſtify his unnatural Rebellion. I ſhall reply, 


Trar if Rebellion againſt a PRINCE, 


whom the Legiſlature had intitled to, and 


laced on the Throne under the concurrent 


Favour and Approbation of divine Provi- 


dence, whoſe Voice, audible in a Series of won- 


 derful occurring Inſtances, plainly and loudly - 
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jects bad for him. 


| Hictics 


n 


declard Heaven's Appointment of Him to be 


Abſaloms; methinks, the aggravating Circum- 
ſtances of - rebelling, contrary to the ſolemn 


and ſacred Ingagements. of Oath, ſo newly. 
taken, and freſh as in the very Mouths of ſun- 
dry traiterous Conſpirators, their declared 4. 


hirrence of Rebellion to which they were ac- 
cuſtom'd, their pungent Exprobration of it, where- 
in they were vers d, and their open Profeſſion 
of Paſlre Obedience, wherein they gloried, is 
more than enough to over-ballance the Unna- 
turalneſs of the Rebellion. „ 


„ W have conſiderable, The Defien of the - 
unnatural Rebellions, raiſed in Ages paſt by 
Abſalom, and lately by the Pretender, 


Ax here we may pefceive that both agree 


in the general Deſign of depoſing the reigning 


Princes, and placing the Arch-Rebels on their 


Thrones. The horrid Nature of which De- 


ſign may appear, by conſidering the Princes to 


Je det hron d, and the P erſons tb be exalted in their 


Stead. „„ 1 
1. TE Prince, that Abſalom and bis Ad- 


berents defigned to dethrone, was King David, 
whoſe Excellencies may be diſcern din the Character 


given of Him, and the high Eſteem his Loyal Subs 

Hrs Character may be drawn at large out 
of the Annals contained in holy Writ ; but let 
that ſuffice, wherein we may diſcern his Por- 


traiture in Minio. David did that which was." 
| right in the Eyes of the Lord, and turned not from 5 
any Thing that be commanded him all the Days of 
his Life, ſave only in rhe later of Ur h 
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the Father of our Country, deth not render 
the late Rebellion, equally as unnatural as 


Kings | 
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Tus Eier King Bc, Subjecs had for 


| him, appears in the Reply they made to him, 
When . declar d his Purpoſe and Refolution 


2 Sam. 
AùVviii. 3. 


” / 
. 


to put himſelf at the Head of his Army. Thos 
ſhalt not go forth, ſaid they, for if we flee away, 
they will not care for us; neither if balf of us dit, 


will they care for as; but now thou art worth ten 


Thouſand of ns. 


Tur Prince whom the Rebels in theſe Domi⸗ 


nion: deſigned, and attempted 10 det hrone, is our 


Soveraign Lord King GEORGE, whoſe Cha- 
racer I cannot undertake, becauſe I fink un- 
der the Attempt. Should he hear of his being 
equalled with David, it would be an Offence 


to his Modeſty ; and to ſay much, if any Thing 


leſs of Him, may be judged a Wrong to his 
Goodneſs and e Merit. He may well be ranked 


in the Number of Original:, whoſe perſonal 


Excellencies beſt blazon chemſelves ; rather to 
be copy'd by ſucceeding, than to be compar'd 
with preceeding Princes. His very Enemies, 


that accidentaly ſee him, have been conſtrain- 
ed to admire his Perſon, though they have 

view'd Him through the Miſts of Diſaffe#ion 
and Prejudice. eMajefty and good Nature ap- 
pear ſo conſpicuouſly in his Countenance, 


Grandeur and Afﬀability in his Deportment, as 


if Heaven defign'd, at a Seaſon fo critical, 
to beſtow upon us a PRINCE, whom ill 
Nature itſelf ſhould not forbear to love and 


honour. Such Wiſdom, Fuſtice and Clemency, 
appear in his Government, that Malice and 
Envy have nor been able to traduce with any 


Colour of Reaſon: But have been forced to 
. 5 0 have recourſe, to the moſt impertinent and ri- | 
 *diculous Falfities; without which Matter would 
£1 wanting for foul Aſperſion. This is that 

GO, wotthy to be eſteem'd the beſt of 


„ 


Kings, 


—— 
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N Kings, and wor th more than ten Thou- 
| ſands of his Subject. 5 
2. Tas Perſon, . deſigned to be placed in Da- 
I vid's Throne, was Abſalom ; an ungracious 
| Son; A Murderer of his Brother Annen; A 
| Man ambitious of Grandeur: A Detractor 
from the Honour of his Father's Government, 
by flily ſuggeſting, either male-Adminiſtra- 
tion, or a Neglect to execute Juſtice and 
Judgment: A ſtate Thief, robbing his Father 
of his moſt valuable Treafyre, the Hearts of 
his People: A Cloſe Conſpirator, and an o- 
pen Rebel. „„ 
Tu Perſon, deſigned to be advance d to the 
Throne of Great Britain, is that Pretender, who 
is of unknown Extraction, baſe in his Quali- 
ties, and Behaviour, if not in his Birth. In 
Nothing more reſembling his ſuppoſed Fa- 
ther, than in his Fear, Cowardize and Tears: 
Rome's Darling, France's Diſciple, the World's 
Deriſion, the Hope of Facobites, and the Diſ- 
dain of Loyaliſts. And is this the Perſon, 
that at the Peril of all that is dear to the Un- 
dertakers, and at the Expence of the Nation's 
Blood and Treaſure, Britiſh Rebels (forgive 
the Epither) would obtrude upon us in the 
Room of the incomparable Gzox6z? Who 
can hear it without Horor? What thought 
is ſufficient to fathom the Depth, what Tongue 
to declare the Dimenſions of that prodigious 
Rebellion which compriſes a Deſign ſo Black 
and Miſchievous? Is it not enough to fill you 
with Dread, when ye reflect on the Evils ye 
have eſcaped, or with Þdignation,when ye con- 
ſider the Rebels, who thus conſpired the great- 
t {| eſt Calamity char could be brought on Greats 
f | Britain, and the moſt perilous to the Prote- 
„ant Intereſt throughout Europe? 
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Bur this Rebellion may appear yet morg 
A e 


UL. Tux Rua of the be. 


concerted, as that, thro the Meaſures. he had 


tdteaken, and the Intereſt he had in the Peoples 
Sam. xv. Affections, the Conſpiracy ſoon grew ſtrong ; for the 


People continually increaſed with him. So that Ab- 
ſalom was in a Capacity of entring the capital 
City without Reſitance,and without oppreſſing 
the Country, by plundering Houſes, and laying 


worſe 


* 


Towns and Villages in Aſhes. Nevertheleſs, 


having entred on, and proceeded fo far, as 


to an open Rebellion, it is hard to ſay, what 
Wickedneſs he might not be induced to com- 
mit. It is certain, he made no Scruple to de- 


bauch his Father's Concubines, nor did he ab- 


2 


hor the Propoſal made of murdering the King 


his Father, but was well pleaſed with it. 


Tas late Rebellion, indeed, appears not to | 


have been ſo skifully concerted, as Abſalom's; 
whence it is eaſy to infer, that Abſalom hat 


«more helliſh 7/i/dom to project; But the Preten- 


der and his Abettors more Malice to undertake 


a Rebellion. Abſaloms Rebellion was more 
dangerous to the State, becauſe more practi- 
cable; but the late Rebellion was more de- 
ſperate: Thence the Conſpirators forbore not 


plundering, burning and depopulating the 


Country. And well may the Law deem Re- 
bels conſpiring the Death of the King, when 


it appears that the Wickedneſs, which inclines 


them to rebel, will prompt them to do any 
Thing, be it ever ſo barbarous, that obſtructs 
the Succeſs of the Rebellion, and threatens a 


Pefeat of the Dehgn. And if the Malice of 


"Rebels 
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Rebels nl carry them to ſuch Lengths, 

whilſt they be executing their Deſigns, what 

Hall reſtrain them, or what may be expected 
when they accompiiſh them? Which may lead 
us to conſider, os [os pe te 


Iv. The Miſeries that would have followed, if 
tze late Rebellion had prevailed, and their 


 Defign bad been accompliſhed. 


Axp here, we have large Room for Ima- 
gination, and may find ourſelves as much at 


5 | 2 Loſs to enumerate the Kinds, as to deſcribe 
„ | the Nature of thoſe Calamities, whoſe Mea- 
5 ſure would be as unknown as their Duration. 
it Ye expect, no doubt, that I ſhould endeavour 
= | to make ſome Repreſentarion of che Miſeries 
— which we may ſuppoſe would have been the 


2 


> | fad Conſequences of the late Rebellion, had it 
g not been happily ſuppreſſed: But this being 
Ia common Topick, and a Report of the Evils 
0 of Abſalom's Rebellion, being extended no far- 
ther, than that of his tragical Cataſtropbe I may 

d | think myſelf excuſable if I did forbear, Ne- 


y- | vertheleſs, if ye will not be ſatisfy d unleſs 1 

ke ſay Something, let it ſuffice, that I direct you 

e || go imagine, ye ſaw the Pretender on the Throne, 

i- | not only diſpoſed, but eager, to do all he 

8 can to avenge, what he would call the Af F 
Dt fronts, the Diſhonour, the Wrongs, done to - 
e his Father, and ye may find yourſelves led 2 

e- into a Train of diſmal Thoughts and Appre- E 
n }| henſions, ſuited to the Conceptions ye ſhould Þ 

es | entertain upon this Occaſion. 1 5 

y | Imacins, ye heard him ſaying; My little i Kings 
is | Finger ſhall be heavier than my Father's Loins. xii. 10,18. 


a eAnd whereas my Father did lade you with a hea» E 
of | wy Yoke, Iwill odd to your Yoke ; My Fat ber bath * 
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 thaftifed you with Whips, but I will' chaftife 50u 
Ix ftill ye expect I ſhould be more particu- 
far, I add; Imagine, ye fa our Land be- 
come an Aceldama, a Field of Blood, our moſt 
Gracious Soveraign King GEORGE, toge- 
ther with the Royal Famity, and ſuch of 
the Nobility and Gentry, as have moſt oppoſed 
the Intereſt of the Pretender, facrificed to his 
devouring Rage, and inſatiable Revenge. Ima- 


Eine, ye faw your Religion, more dear to 


vou than your Lives, wounded, . bleeding, 


- expiring. Imagine, ye ſaw 1dolatry in your 


5 Churches, th 


e Inquiſition in your Cities and 
Towns, your Relations apoſtatizing or put to 
the Torture; your Streets ſmoaking, with the 
Fires that conſum'd your martyr'd Farhers, 
e Mothers, Fethrew or Siſters : Your Children 

forcibly taken from you to be educated and 

train'd up in the Errors and Idolatries of the 
Church of Rome. „ 
IMaGine, ye ſaw Tyranny on the Throne, 
Þjuftice on the Bench, the Laws diſpenced with 
extravagantly, and broken incorrigibly. 


\ Imacins, ye ſaw Oppreſſion and Slavery 


TpFeading throughout the Country, your Fami- 
lies reduc d to Poverty, your Bread gotten with 
the Sweat of your Brows, preſerved with Care, 


* 


and when eaten, mingled with Tears. 


IuAGIN E, Sorrows ſpread upon all your 


Enjoyments, Deſpair of Redreſ; attending all 
your Grievances, and of Supplies, all your 


N ants. . 


Bur there is no End of Particularities. Put 


all together, and you cannot be inſenſible, 
that the late Rebellion was of a moſt horrid Na- 


ture; and by all che Apprehenſions ye have of 


Deliverance from all the Miſerigs that did 
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attend it, or might have follow'd it, ye ought 
to ſtic up yourſelves to bleſs GO p, by a 
e ccknowledgment of his Goodneſs in 

uppreſſing it: Which brings me to the ſecond 
General propounded, ſhewing you 1 


„n Gon; tobeproiſed for ſuppreſſing the 


praiſed orally and practically. 


I. Fe, Ox K III: Two Ways, wiz. b 
verbally acknowledging, with all Thankfulneſs, 
the divine Goodneſs in Regard of what GOD 
hath done, and by aſcribing to Go p the Glory 
of his Operations „ 
I. WE ſhould make a thankful Acłnomledg - 
me of 8 G 0D in his Goodneſs hath done. 

(.) IN infatuating and bringing to nought the 
Counſels of = late Rebels, 7 is to 50 ob- 
ſerved, and acknowledged, as He that diſap- Job v. 12, 
pointeth the Devices of the Crafty, ſs that their 13. 
Hands cannot perform their Enterprize. He taketh 
4 A their own Craftineſs : aha” is any = { 

the Froward is carry d headlong. The Lo R D pf... Vi 
bringeth the Counſel of the 2 to noug bt: He 2 e 5 
maketh the Devices of the People of none Effect. + 
David knew that Gov could, and therefore 
prayed that He would turn the Counſel of Ahi- 2 S . 

tophel into Fooliſhneſs, What if Huſhai was a 31. + 

Spy upon Abſalom, and gave Counſel with a [= 

Deſign to blaſt that of Abitophel? Divine Pro-; | 

vidence ought. to be own'd, that feaſonably K 

brought Huſbai to David, inclin'd David to 
| imploy him in his Service, directed Huſhas 

to give Counſel, and causd it to prevail a- 

gainſt Abitophels. We have had publick Ac- 
counts of Diſagreement among commanding 

Rebels, ditfering in their Opinion: And, tho 

5 | %%% oe 
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, the late hoſtile Actions? | 


we cannot ſay in particular, wherein GOD 
hath turned their Counſels into Fooliſhneſs, and 


general, we 3 , and we ought to ſay, with 
55 | 


all Thankſulneſs, That God bath brought them to 


2. We ſhould make a thankful Athnowledement 


of what God, in the Exerciſe of his Goodneſs, hath 


done, by delivering up the Rebels that lifted up their 


Hand againſt our Lord the King. They have been 


either ſlain, or taken Priſoners, or diſperſed 


and diſarmed. Foab contented himſelf with the 
Slaughter that had been made, and with the 
Diſperſion. of the Remains of the conquer'd 
Rebels, that had fought under Abſalom: And 
if that was ſufficient to cauſe Abimaa to ſpeak 


of Go pꝰs delivering them up, well may we uſe 


His Language, foraſmuch as beſides the Slaugh- 


ter and Diſperſion of the late Rebels, many 


were taken Priſoners, and deliver d up to 4 


Courſe of Fuſtice. | 5 8 
HEREIN is remarkable the Goodneſs of 
Gov, and it ſhould be thankfully acknow- 


| ledged, ſeeing this Rebelllion.was ſuppreſſed 
with no greater Effuſion of Blood. When the 
Victory was obtain'd over Abſalow's Army 


twenty thouſand were ſlain in one Day. But 
can we ſay half that Number were flain in all 


% ' - 


2. WE ſhould thankfully aſcribe to God the 


i PC. cxv. 1. Glory of his Operations, as the Pſalmiſt, Not un- 
1 to ut, O Lord, not unto us; but unto thy Name 
give glory, for thy Mercy, and for thy Trutb's 
Sake. Thus Go p ſhould be praiſed orally, and 


alſo. e 


- II. Secondly, Pr ac TICALY, by Rejoycing 
in 4 Senſe of that Goodneſs of God, which wrought 


. ſuc 
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ſucb great Salvation for us, when he delivered up 
-the Men that lifted up their Hand againſt our Led 
the King. When the Lo RD, by the Exerciſe 
of his Victorious Power, brings Deliverance 
and becomes our Salvation, the Voice of re» 


joycing ſhould be heard in our Habitarions. The PC. cxviii. © 


Lord, ſaith the Fſaliniſt, is my Strength and Song, 14, 15. 
and is become my Salvation. It follows, De Voice 
- of refoycing and Salvation is in the Tabernacles of 
| the Riphteous; the right Hand of the Lord doth 
-valiantly, Joyful Abimaax cried out all is well, 
I all is well at preſent, and all may be better 
I hereafter; his Foy drew from him a Shout, ap- 
. | prehending the Bleſſings that they receive, 
' | whoſe rebellious Adverſaries the Lo R D deli- 
vers up: Exemplifying the Words of Solomon, 


ben it goeth well with the Righteous, the City Prov. xi, | 


; rejoycerh : And when the Wicked periſh there is 10. 
| || ſhouting. * 

FINAL IL v, as Thankſgiving ſhould always ac- 
f company Prayer; ſo let your Prayers, upon this Oc- 
- | cafion, accompany Thankſgiving. Whilſt ye joy- 
t | fully acknowledge that your Salvation belong- 
8 eth to the Lo R »; it is He that hath delivered 
/ | you from the Miſeries of an unnatural and 
horrid Rebellion, pray that his Bleſing may 


be upon his People, as the laſt Verſe of the 8 85 


third Pſalm may be read; Salvation belongetb 
e unto the Lord; let thy Bleſſing be upon thy People; 
j- agreably with the Cloſe of the xxviii P/alm; 
e | The Lord is my Strength and my Shield, my Heart 
's || :rufted in him and I am helped: Therefore my 
d | Heart 33 rejoyceth, and with my Song will 1 
I praiſe Him. The Lord is their Strength, and be 

is the ſaving Strength of his Anointed. Save thy 
g | People and bleſs thine Inheritance: Feed them 
vw | #tfo and lift them up for ever. . 
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Tus Subſtance of what hath been ſpoken 
under this laſt general Head, may be conſi- 
dered as an Application of what was ſaid, un- 
der the former. Wherefore I ſhall make no 
further Uſe of this Diſcourſe, than only to 

beſpeak you to behave yourſelves anſwerably 
unto what ye have heard, and have been 

taught at this Time. V 

| | Benrave yourſelves as Perſons that abhor 

1 all traiterous Conſpiracies and Rebellionz, 

1 that they may be aſham'd, or, if they cannot 

bluſh, that their Mouths may be ſtopped, 
who delight to brand you with the reproach- 
ful Imputation of Rebellion, and ſlanderouſſy 
repreſent, and expoſe you, as a Generation 
nurtur'd up in Principles, and prone, upon 
all Occaſions, to Acts, of Rebellion. 

Ir is with great Satisfaction that I cannot 
hear of one Perſon of our Perſwaſion, found 

* charged with the Guilt of the late Rebellion: 

- Whence, it is to be hoped, that thoſe who 
have acquir'd a Facility of transferring the O- 
dium of popiſh Plots and Conſpiracies on the Pres- 

- bzterians, will find it abſolutely impracticable 
to repreſent this a Presbyteriau Rebellion, though, 
ridicuouſly enough, ſome have adventuted to 

| affirm here in the Country, that the Presbateri- 
ans were the Rioters, who pull'd down their 
own Meeting-Houſes under the late, and 
were the moſt likely Perſons to bring in the 
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Pretender under the preſent Miniſtry. But t. 
bleſſed be Gov, who hath clear'd up aur 

Innocency, and ſcreen'd us from that Re- tl! 
proach, that would have been reflected on us, n 
if any of our Perſwaſion had been unhap- | ©. 


pily drawn into Rebellion, for that would 
have been reputed ſufficient to juſtify the 

Scandal caſt upon the whole Bode. FJ 
1 5 Fa oN 


2 ; 5 = 4 F ee e 9 2 2 
e eee ee e. f e e eee RR a; 3 * ; 
os „ n * * ; c p > a Y ” 5 I * 5 7 * 7 "5 8 — 4 | "4g E AY, 4 9.4 ” - N l 25 * * 4 3 7 - 


1 _ I 
1 
* ] 


. 


. TR rn . ot an OO”> "wot 


than A lalom's agetn t K. David. 7 
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Wi ay and. c riſtianly between the Reheflion 
n and the Rebels, Pity che Rebels but hare the 
I Rebellion, by diſcountenancing, everely, con- 
it | futing ſoberly, rebuking ſharply, and rejecting 
d with Diſdain, whatſoever had a Tendency 
: | thereto, or may ſerve to nouriſh the Seed 
0 thereof, leſt ye be thought Abetters of, and 
)- | ſhould become agceſſory to future Rebellions, 
If any ſuch thoujd happen, which Gov for- 
le bid: Shew how offenſive to you is the Do- 
h, Arine of indefealible Hereditary Right to the 
to | Crown ; the Suggeſtion of the Church's Dan- 
iger from the preſent Miniſtry; and in a 
ir | Word, all the unjuſt and diſhonourable Refle- 
ad ctions caſt on His MA] ES x v's Perſon and 
he | Government, deſign'd to alienate from Him 
zur || the Aﬀections of His Subjects. 
ur Pray heartily that Gov would preſerve 
de- | the Peace of the Nation, that ig/may not be 
us, | moleſted either by Rebellions or Inſurrecti- 
1Þ- Ons. 

und "ET AY, char Gap wd ea our Rigbt- 
the | ful and Lawful SOVER 416 Ring GEORGE, | 
and the moe Nn from all 2 wicked 
Deſigns 
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The Tate — er 


would prolong His Days 
Qoath His Enemies with Sane but cauſe the 
_ Ctown to flouriſh upon His Head, - and tlie 


- rations may Call Him Bleſſed? that Re ned 
over Us, and We Bleſſed chat Lived under 
| "Ns Amen. 
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—Defigns of traiterous Conſpirators.' Tat 85 'F 
that He would 


Heads of HisPoftericy throughout all Time. 
Pray, that He may wiſaly execute Juſfice and 
Judgment, that He may be a Terrour untb 


Exif doers, and the Praiſe of them thaf do 


Well. Pray, that under His Mild and Pro- 
ſperous Government, all may lead a cr 
and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and. Ho- 
neſty. And that whilſt the Mem "ooitet 


* 


Princes ſhall rot, his Name "may; Be had i in 


everlaſting Remembrance, and the: ritin 
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